
PAINT RECYCLING RESULTS
This chart displays results of paint recycling over the last three years. Paint and coatings processed 
remained relatively flat over the previous year.

PAINT AND  
COATINGS PROCESSED

KG.  
(MILLIONS)

LITRES*  
(MILLIONS)

KG.  
PER CAPITA

RECOVERY  
RATE

CAPTURE  
RATE

2022 – 2023 Result 2.94 2.45 0.63 10% 86%

2023 – 2024 Result 3.10 2.59 0.65 10% 84%

2024 – 2025 Target 3.04 2.53 0.64 10% 85%

2024 – 2025 Result 3.08 2.57 0.66 10% 86%
*Based on an average weight per litre of 1.2 kg. 

 
STEWARDSHIP
PAINT RECYCLING
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ALBERTA BUSINESSES  
RECYCLE THEIR PAINT
Commercial Paint Roundups are firmly established events in Edmonton, Calgary, and for  
the fifth year in a row, Red Deer. The roundups enable painting contractors and businesses  
to drop off unlimited amounts of program paint at no charge. ARMA staff are also on site  
to help unload material.

39.07 MILLION 
LITRES OF LEFTOVER PAINT

RECYCLED SINCE 2008

 
OIL-BASED PAINT IS 

ADDED TO FUEL BLENDS
TO CREATE ALTERNATIVE 

FUEL SOURCES

LEFTOVER LATEX IS
EITHER MADE INTO NEW
PAINT OR IT’S USED AS

COMPONENTS IN CEMENT
MANUFACTURING

METAL AND 
 PLASTIC CANS ARE 

RECYCLED INTO NEW
PRODUCTS LIKE REBAR

ALSO PICKED-UP  
FROM ALBERTA

BUSINESSES AND
INSTITUTIONS

DROPPED OFF AT 
356  

PAINT RECYCLING DEPOTS 
IN 139 MUNICIPALITIES 

AND INDIGENOUS 
COMMUNITIES

ENOUGH TO PAINT OVER 
586,500  
HOMES

 OR PLASTIC LUMBER



PAINT AND COATING CONTAINERS PROCESSED 
Volumes of recycled metal containers decreased while volumes of plastic 
containers increased in 2024 – 2025. Some recyclers expressed challenges with 
finding an end-market that will accept their empty containers for recycling. 
Markets for plastic paint containers, especially one-gallon hybrid (plastic and 
metal) containers, have limited options for end-of-life processing. 
 

AEROSOL PAINT CANS PROCESSED 
Aerosol volumes in 2024 – 2025 have decreased slightly over the previous year 
due to lower sales, but the recovery rate remains the same.

RECYCLING RESULTS  
FOR PAINT CANS

AEROSOL PAINT CANS 
PROCESSED UNITS RECOVERY RATE

2022 – 2023 Result 1,024,115** 25%

2023 – 2024 Result 885,218 22%

2024 – 2025 Target 888,500 22%

2024 – 2025 Result 856,471 22%
**The volume increase is due to delays in processing in previous year that pushed a  

large volume into 2022 – 2023.

PAINT AND COATING  
CONTAINERS PROCESSED METAL (KG.) PLASTIC (KG.) TOTAL (KG.)

2022 – 2023 Result 363,319 169,213 532,532

2023 – 2024 Result  533,466  71,084†  604,550 

2024 – 2025 Target 497,027 258,668 755,695

2024 – 2025 Result 235,022 304,760 539,782
†Some recyclers experienced challenges with finding an end-market for empty plastic containers.

TEACHING RESOURCES
Developed by ARMA, this engaging resource introduces students to the 
recycling process for electronics, paint, tires, and used oil materials—an 
essential yet often overlooked part of environmental responsibility. Filled 
interactive learning resrouces and activities, this guide complements other 
recycling education resources, reinforcing the principles of reducing, reusing, 
and recycling, with a specific focus on materials that go beyond the blue bin. 
Find it on our website under the ‘learn’ section.

ENVIRONMENTAL  COMPLIANCE
A program goal is to ensure all paint and containers and are collected and shipped by registered 
recyclers to downstream processors in an environmentally and socially responsible manner. Regular 
inspections by ARMA and an environmental audit by external experts every three years confirm 
recyclers are meeting program requirements. 



FEE MANAGEMENT

RECYCLING EXPENDITURES

Collection and recycling of paint and containers

RECYCLING DEVELOPMENT

R&D; Program awareness

PROGRAM DELIVERY EXPENDITURES

Costs to deliver the program

CORPORATE ADMINISTRATION

Corporate costs

88.3%

0.6%

4.6%

6.5%

The environmental fees Albertans pay for new paint 
are used to help fund the collection and recycling of 
used material along with other program-related costs. 
Registered producers and suppliers remit fees on eligible 
products sold. ARMA values their commitment as part  
of the front line of the program. 

Periodically, sustainability reviews of processor operations 
are conducted by an independent third-party to assess if 
program funding levels are appropriate. In 2023 – 2024, 
two programs were identified as requiring funding 
adjustments, prompting sustainability reviews to be 
completed in early 2024 – 2025.

The sustainability reviews for the Tire and Paint Recycling 
Programs were conducted with nine registered processors. 
Based on the outcome of the reviews, it was identified 
that in order to maintain financially sustainable programs, 
it was recommended that transportation and processing 
incentive rates be reviewed. An independent third-party 
was engaged to assess and make recommendations for 
adjustments to incentive rates in both programs. 

PROGRAM  
SUSTAINABILITY

100ml to 250ml 
$0.25 on or before Sept. 30, 2024

$0.40 beginning Oct. 1, 2024

 
251ml to 1L

$0.50 on or before Sept. 30, 2024

$0.70 beginning Oct. 1, 2024

 
1.01L to 5L 

$1.00 on or before Sept. 30, 2024

$1.30 beginning Oct. 1, 2024

 
5.01L to 23L 

$2.25 on or before Sept. 30, 2024

$2.80 beginning Oct. 1, 2024

 

Aerosol/Spray
Paint Cans 
(all sizes)

$0.25 on or before Sept. 30, 2024

$0.40 beginning Oct. 1, 2024

ENVIRONMENTAL FEES



WHAT HAPPENS TO YOUR 
LEFTOVER PAINT, AND  
METAL & PLASTIC CANS?
Registered recyclers pick up leftover or unused paint 
and empty cans from 356 paint recycling depots and  
recycling roundups (27 events in 2024 – 2025) as well  
as from businesses and institutions.

Made-in-Alberta solutions address the handling of 
leftover latex paint with an approved recycler who 
processes it into new paint. If the latex is solid or  
semi-solid, it can be used as feedstock in cement 
manufacturing rather than being landfilled. Oil-based 
paint is bulked and shipped to approved downstream 
processors to be used in fuel blends to provide 
alternative fuel sources.

Plastic containers are recycled into molded products,  
and the metal cans are recycled into industrial products 
such as rebar.
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INSPIRING A FUTURE WITHOUT WASTE


