
 
 

 
 

Alternative Collection System (ACS)  

Under Alberta's Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) program, Producers are generally required to 
meet their obligations by participating in a Common Collection System (CCS) operated by a Producer 
Responsibility Organization (PRO). However, the EPR Regulation also allows Producers to apply to 
operate an Alternative Collection System (ACS). 

An ACS is a collection system that operates independently of the common system and may include 
models such as: 

• Retail take-back programs;  

• Brand-specific collection networks; or  

• Other approved collection models.  

To be approved, an ACS must demonstrate that it meets the requirements established in the EPR 
Regulation and ARMA's Bylaws, including accessibility, promotion and education, collection services, 
and material management outcomes. 

Key Information 

• Participation is voluntary: ARMA anticipates that only a small number of Producers will apply 
to operate an ACS. Most Producers will continue to meet their obligations through the 
Common Collection System administered by a PRO.  

• Application Fee: A one-time, non-refundable application fee of $2,500 must be submitted 
with each ACS application. The fee is intended to recover the direct and indirect administrative 
costs associated with reviewing and assessing an application.  

• Application Procedure. ARMA's ACS Application Procedures are available on our website and 
outline the information and supporting documentation required to complete an application. 

Please direct any questions via email to epr@albertarecycling.ca 
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